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INDALOPRENEUR REGINAL SEMINAR FOREWORD
2020 has seen the world and most particularly South Africa being heavily affected by the
COVID 19 Pandemic. While this remains the main visible social, health and economic
challenge of the year, Climate Change impacts will remain the biggest and most pressing
challenge facing society in the 21st century. In this regard, research shows that rural and
coastal provinces will be most impacted by the effects of Climate Change and therefore,
strategies for Climate Change Adaptation (CCA) need to be developed, showcased and
implemented to ensure resilience by the vulnerable groups in these rural communities of
South Africa. This assertion is confirmed by a study commissioned by the Government of
Flanders through the Trade and Industrial Policy Strategies (TIPS) in 2019. In particular, the
study reveals that this will leave communities, more especially rural women vulnerable. In
addition, the degree of societies’ resilience and to cope with climate change impacts depends
on the exposure and susceptibility to the risks, and the ability to withstand and recover from
such.
A recent Risks and Vulnerability Assessment by the Department of Environment, Forestry and
Fisheries (DEFF) Branch for Climate Adaptation through a newly established Unit for Climate
Adaptive Capacity Facility (ACF) puts the Eastern Cape Province as one of the key provinces in
South Africa that will be most affected by the effects of Climate Change. The Eastern Cape
Province is both rural and coastal. These two definite characteristics are the central postures
for a heightened vulnerability of communities and landscapes. South Africa is particularly
vulnerable to climate change-related impacts. Most notably as a result thereof, the country is
expected to face serious water insecurity, as it is one of the driest countries. It has 2 798 km
of coastline, which makes it vulnerable to sea-level rise.
Its economy is heavily carbon- and energy-intensive, which further puts the country at risk of
climate change response measures domestically and globally. The presence of these risks
raises the urgency for adaptation to expected (and unexpected) impacts and presents an
opportunity to improve the resilience of the economy (particularly through private sector
involvement and or Small Businesses), society and the environment. Adaptation
specifically serves the role of reducing the vulnerability of natural and human systems against
actual or expected climate change effects. Specifically, the South African National Climate
Change Adaptation Strategy (DEA, 2017) alludes to the fact that rural areas which are often
characterised by high poverty rates are most vulnerable to climate change impacts and are
prone to disasters such as drought, flood and extreme weather conditions.

Indalo Inclusive South Africa NPC is a lead organization in the implementation of a Government of Flanders
funded project that is aimed at “reaping the potential of entrepreneurship for an Eco-Inclusive and Climate
Smart Green Economy in South Africa” (ECISGE). One of the four key components of the project is Building
Ecosystem for Climate Change Adaptation entrepreneurship in South Africa. Included as one of the activities
therein is the hosting of a Symposium/seminar that is primarily geared towards showcasing and convening
partners and entrepreneurial ecosystem players to dialogue and develop strategies for CCA. This builds upon
the tradition of the flagship SEED Symposium event that takes place on an annual basis at the national level.
In the past three years, Indalo Inclusive has enjoyed a very strong collaborative partnership with the Eastern
Cape Development Corporation (ECDC).

The latter has further allocated financial resources for the hosting of a regional seminar that among
others is aimed at the following:
Showcase the successes of the collaborative partnership between Indalo Inclusive South Africa
and the Eastern Cape Development Corporation in the promotion, building and supporting of
eco-inclusive entrepreneurship in the province.
Engage provincial entrepreneurial ecosystem players to dialogue on strategies for incorporation
and strengthening of eco-inclusive and climate smart entrepreneurship into mainstream
enterprise development support initiatives, including those that are led by the ECDC
Facilitate dialogue and engagement among research, non-profit, private and government sector
institutions with an objective of development strategic interventions that seek to identify
challenges and opportunities for Climate Adaptation Policy and Financing Instruments
The theme for the Eastern Cape Indalopreneur Ecosystem Regional Seminar is “Building an
Entrepreneurial Ecosystem for Climate Change Adaptation in rural communities”.. It is
envisaged that that at the end of the event, participants, Business Development Services (BDS)
Providers, entrepreneurs, and ecosystem players will be able to:
Understand their role in building an ecosystem for CCA entrepreneurship as well as commit to
strategies for implementation
Be part of a continued remote platform for identifying and implementing climate change
adaptation policies and financing mechanisms Create linkages and identify opportunities for
support of emerging CCA Entrepreneurs in the province. These will be profiled through a
replicator and starter award programme to be announced at the event.

REGIONAL SEMINAR PARTNERS
Apart from the two leading Host Partners of the Regional Seminar in Indalo Inclusive South
Africa together with its project partner, The Climate Innovation Centre-South Africa and the
Eastern Cape Development Corporation (ECDC); the Department of Environment, Forestry
and Fisheries (DEFF) and the Industrial Development Corporation (IDC) will be content
partners of the event.
This collaborative partnership approach in hosting the event will further enrich discussions
and dialogue for a robust foundation of an eco-inclusive entrepreneurship foundation for the
Eastern Cape
Province.
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